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guide our Judgements in giveing our opinions in Councill or 
assembly be communicated to the Councill that they may by the 
peruseall of them Study to Serve his Majesty most agreeably to 
the true intent of his comands & not give theyr opinions in the 
darke — perhaps inconsistent with an instruction which they are 
not apprised of. It is with all humble deference to Y r Lord 1 ", 
and with a Sincere designe to keep up a good understanding 
between the Gov r & Councill Soe necessary for his Majesty's 
Service without any designe to accuse any person whatsoever 
* * * representations to y r Lord 1 " & to prevent future in- 
conveniencys & misunderstandings that we have presumed to 
trouble y r Lord ps on this Subject which we entirely Submit to y r 
Lord ps wisdom & Justice being with all dutifull respect. 



GENEALOGY. 



BRUCE FAMILY.* 

In an account of the Bruce family of Halifax county, originally of 
Orange county, Va., by the late Mrs. John S. Pendleton, of Culpeper 
county, now in the possession of her nephew, George Morton Williams, 
Esq., of Culpeper, Va., she states that her grandmother, the second wife of 
Charles Bruce, of "Soldier's Rest," Orange county, who died as late as 
1833, had often told her that her husband, Charles Bruce, was the son of 
James Bruce, who came from Scotland to Virginia as the friend and con- 
fidential agent of Governor Spotswood— that he was a relative of Spots- 
wood's wife and a direct descendant of Edward, Baron Bruce, of Kinloss 
(d. 1610), the favorite of James I. of England, and the founder of the 
families now enjoying the titles of Elgin and Aylesbury, respectively — 
and that James Bruce had no relatives of his own name in Virginia 
except his own descendants. 

These statements of the second wife of Charles Bruce, of "Soldier's 
Rest," which were based on information obtained from him (who was 
living at the time of Spotswood's death), or were of her own personal 
knowledge, agree with what has come down through the descendants 
of his first wife. These are several facts, of small importance in them- 

•In the January number of this Magazine several portraits 0/ members of the family 
will appear. 
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selves, but which, taken together, show a connection between the early 
members of the Bruce family and Spotswood: (i) " Soldier's Rest," their 
home, was a part of Governor Spotswood's estate at one time; (2) the 
family in the beginning owned property near Germanna; this was the 
place where Spotswood's iron furnaces were situated, with the manage- 
ment of which, James Bruce had something to do; (3) they had loaned 
the Spotswoods money, as we know from the only letter of Charles 
Bruce, of "Soldier's Rest," in existence. 

For many years, there hung on the walls of "Green Bank," in Stafford 
county, the home of Mrs. Frances Bruce Banks, the daughter of James 
Bruce, the emigrant, the oil portrait of a remarkably handsome man. 
It was stated by the granddaughter of Mrs. Frances Banks, who lived 
for many years at "Green Bank," then owned by her father, George 
Banks, that this portrait, which had been there for nearly a century, had 
always been understood in the family to be that of Mrs. Frances Banks* 
father, James Bruce, the emigrant. This portrait has a curious history. 
The widow of George Banks removed to Mississippi in 1837, and took 
it with her. At her death, it passed to her daughter. From this daugh- 
ter, it passed to Mrs. Wm. H. Richards, of Knoxville, Tenn., another 
descendant of Frances (Bruce) Banks, who now owns it. A copy is in 
the possession of Mr. Charles U; Williams, the well known lawyer of 
Richmond, Va. The portrait is a work of extraordinary merit, and 
was quite probably painted before James Bruce came to Virginia. 

The children of James Bruce were: Frances,' Charles,* and George.' 
From an old letter, now at Berry Hill, Halifax county, Va., the seat of 
Mr. Alexander Bruce, written by Samuel Pannill, Esq., a contemporary 
of the second Mrs. Charles * Bruce ( of " Soldier's Rest "), there is reason 
to think that there was a third son, named William. This letter further 
raises the possibility that George Bruce was the son of William, and 
therefore, the grandson of the emigrant. If, however, he was the son 
of James Bruce, the emigrant left three other daughters, Elizabeth, Mil- 
dred and Lucy (married Laing), who afterwards removed to Kentucky 
to be near their nephew, George Stubblefield 3 Bruce, the son of the 
first George.' Information of this fact is obtained from papers now in 
possession of the Kentucky branch of the family. 

George* Bruce, the son (or grandson) of the emigrant, died in Staf- 
ford county about 1798. An appraisement of his personal estate is on 
record there for that year. He married Mary, daughter of Col. George 
Stubblefield, an officer in the Revolution. George' probably died young. 
His widow married one Morrison, who removed to Scottsville, Allen 
county, Ky., where her descendants of that name still live. George' 
Bruce left two sons, Henry 3 and George Stubblefield 3 ; Henry was born 
in Stafford county, October 30, 1777, and died in Kentucky in 1855. 
Apprenticed at an early age, in consequence of the death of his father, 
he ran away to Kentucky. He was only sixteen years of age at this 
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time. Among the emigrants he accompanied to Kentucky were Benja- 
min Threlkeld, of Frederick county, Va., and his daughter Eleanor, 
then fifteen years old (b. May 15, 1778). The young people fell in love 
with each other, and were married before either was of age (January 
ii, 1798). 

Henry 3 and Eleanor (Threlkeld) Bruce were the parents of the fol- 
lowing children : 

(1) George Stubblefield, 4 b. October 28, 1800, d. September 10, m. 
Sebina Metcalf. 

(2) Lucy Laing, 4 b, November 6, 1802, d. February 22, 1881, m. 
Thomas Porter. 

(3) Harriet Hackley,* b. January 9, 1805, d. April 25, 1883, m. Joseph 
Dudley. 

(4) Mary Ann,* 6. May 26, 1807, d. December 4, 1832. 

(5) Eleanor, 4 b. July 27, 1809, m. Colonel John S. Morgan. 

(6) Henry,* b. July 26, 1811, m. Mary E. Bruce, his cousin. 

(7) James, 4 b. January 24, 1814, d. January 7, 1880, m. Marth Johnson, 
of South Carolina. 

(8) Elizabeth Grant, 4 b. April 22, 1816, d. July 21, 1851, m. Woodson 
Morgan. 

(9) Ann, 4 *. June 9, 1818, m. Wm. F. Morgan. 

(10) Lucinda, 4 *. February 2, 1821, d. 1883, m. Dr. Wm. Bell. 

George Stubblefield' Bruce, the brother of Henry', the emigrant to 
Kentucky, was born at Staunton, Va., January 28, 1779, and died Janu- 
ary 24, 1853. After serving an apprenticeship in Virginia, he removed 
first to Sparta, Ga., and afterwards to Kentucky. He married Nancy 
Tompkins Weaver, of Halifax, N. C, February 3, 1805. She was born 
December 16, 1787, died December 6, 1863. Their children were as 
follows : 

(1) Lucien Pollard, 4 b. January 4, 1807, d. December 10, 1840, m. Dr. 
George G. Lowry. 

(2) Henry Weaver, 4 b January 27, 1809, m. Ann W. Rivers. 

(3) George Stubblefield, 4 b. July 28, 1810, d. November 1, 1843. 

(4) Frances Anders, 4 *. July 2, 1812, d. June, 1882, m. R. P. Bell. 

(5) Nancy, 4 b. January 2, 1814, d. January 2, t8i4. 

(6) Drury Benjamin, 4 b. March 8, 1815, d. August 10, 1815. 

(7) Mary Elizabeth, 4 b. April 22, 1817, d. September 16, 1882, m. Henry 
Bruce. 

(8) Eleanor Roberts, 4 b. March 21, 1819, m. Benjamin Teal. 

(9) Nancy Weaver, 4 6. April 28, 1821. 

(10) Wm. Travis, 4 *. March 1, 1823, d. Octobers, 1824. 

(11) Wm. McKendree, b. August 8, 1826, m. Rebecca Ann Atwell. 
Two members of the Kentucky branch of the family were members of 

the Confederate Congress. 

Frances* Bruce, daughter of the emigrant, married Gerard Banks, Jr., 
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clerk of Stafford county, who resided at " Green Bank," near Fredericks- 
burg. The Barks family were among the earliest and most permanent 
settlers of the Northern Neck (see Fitzhugh Letters, Virginia Magazine 
of History; also the "Stuart, Banks, &c, families," Wm. & Mary Hist. 
Quarterly.') 

The children of Gerard and Frances* (Bruce) Banks were (i) John, 4 an 
officer in the South, under General Greene, died unmarried; (2) Henry,* 
a lawyer and merchant of Richmond city, a part of the city once called 
Banktown was named after him; he removed to Kentucky; died un- 
married; (3) Gerard, 4 removed to Mississippi; (4) William Bruce,* for 
twenty-five years attorney for the Commonwealth in Charlotte, Halifax, 
Mecklenburg, Pittsylvania, Henry, Franklin and Patrick counties, Va.; 
(5) George, 4 who lived at " Green Bank." His descendants removed to 
Mississippi. Of the daughters, one married Samuel Slaughter, another 
married a Spotswood, a third married Hening, compiler of the Virginia 
Statutes. (See "Stuart and Banks families, William and Mary Hist. 
Quarterly; also this Magazine.) 

Charles' Bruce, the son of the emigrant, was probably born sometime 
before 1740, as his eldest son James born in 1763. He was twice mar- 
ried: (1) to Diana Banks, of the "Green Bank" family; (?) to Frances, 
daughter of Colonel George Stubblefield, of the Revolutionary army. 
The second wife must have been much younger than her husband, as she 
survived to 1833, after nearly forty-one years of widowhood. The chil- 
dren of Charles 1 and Diana (Banks) Bruce were: James, 5 b. March, 1763; 
Henry, 5 b. December 4, 1764; Charles, 5 b. September, 1768. The chil- 
dren of Charles* and Mary (Stubblefield) Bruce were: Thomas,' b. Feb- 
ruary 1, 1773; William, 5 b. November 7, 1774; Elizabeth, 5 b. February 4, 
1777. (Family Bible, " Berry Hill," Va.) 

(to be continued) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA.* 

By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. 

(continued) 

Will of Col. George Brooke — Continued. 

First. I lend unto my son-in-law, Robert Price, and my daughter, 
Elizabeth Price, or the longest liver of them, during their natural lives, 
one-fifth part of all my negro slaves, and at the death Robert and Eliz- 
abeth, my desire is that the said slaves and their increase may be equally 

• Errors in the article on Brooke Genealogy in the Jul y, 1903, issue, viz : (1) It is not 
true that Humphrey Brooke, of Fauquier, was "the son of Robert, the Horse Shoe 
Knight." (See this Magazine lor October, 1902.) (2) It is not true that Robert Brooke, 
"Gentleman Justice in Essex County, 1692 to 1706," was the "fifth son of Robert 
Brooke," who came to Maryland in 1650. (See this Magazine for January, 1902 .) 



